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True to the motto: "One goes, one goes in," the new Golden Age Premier PRE-73 is finally in stores. "Another 
one?" some of you will think, since so many replicas of the legendary Neve 1073 microphone preamplifier has 
never been presented in one year. This is also mentioned in our article " Recording classics at a bargain price " 

 

It's been almost 50 years since Rupert Neve equipped his first console with the 1073 preamplifier and his 
preamp has since then influenced the sound of countless hits and been a part of music history. Anyone who 



today finds a racked original module from a 70´s console, must unfortunately pay a price of 5000 – 7000 
Euro. There are now many different manufacturers such as BAE, Warm Audio, Heritage Audio and Stam 
Audio that offers affordable versions, all of which are based on the classic design and sound very close to the 
original. We have already reviewed the WA-73 EQ Audio and now the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 comes 
under the knife. 

For those who do not know it yet, "Golden Age Premier" is the new premium division from Golden Age Music, 
that has been offering good sounding and very affordable studio equipment for over 10 years under the "Golden 
Age Project" brand name. We have so far reviewed the Golden Age Project Pre-73 MK3 and the Comp 
3A. After the Golden Age Premier GA-47 tube microphone, which we reviewed early June, the Golden Age 
Premier PRE-73 is the second product from Sweden on the market. 

Mind the GAP 

The idea behind Golden Age Premier is basically the same as for Golden Age Project, namely to offer high 
quality vintage style equipment at affordable prices. However, the difference lies in the use of high quality 
components such as connectors, switches, transformers and other components - which of course is reflected in a 
slightly higher price. In relation to the quality offered the products but are still extremely cheap. The presented 
Golden Age Premier PRE-73 is offered at a price of just under 500 Euro. It is therefore the most affordable 
1073 replica that have appeared since the latest NAMM show. 

I had a Golden Age Project Pre-73 Mk2 myself in my studio some years ago. I liked to use it, but it had some 
inevitable compromises due to the extremely low price. Today I do not want these compromises and my 
expectations of the Premier Series outboards were very high after the great impression I got from reviewing 
the Golden Age Premier GA-47 tube microphone. Since I had just received an AMS NEVE 1073 DPA in the 
studio, I was looking forward to see how the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 would perform compared to the 
"original". 

 
The box of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

 
As a first step, I went through the standard "unboxing ceremony". A big difference from the competition is the 
fact that Golden Age remains true to its 9.5-inch format. The Golden Age Premier PRE-73 therefore requires 



only half-rack space meaning that two units can easily be combined into a 19-inch unit. For many, the mobility 
of the small box will be an advantage because this unit can be easily transported to a session compared to a 
bulky 19-inch device that have probably already been installed in a rack. There is a "Unite Premier" 19 inch 
rack kit available, with drilled holes on the bottom that are compatible with most products from Golden Age. So 
you can decide later if you want to purchase an additional unit like a second preamp, an EQ or a compressor. 

The package style gives you a sense of vintage vibe. It looks almost as if it has been stored a good number of 
years somewhere in an old warehouse. 

 
The attention to detail is revealed by the thanksgiving on the tab that you see when you open the box. 

 



Golden Age Premier PRE-73 "unboxing ceremony" 
 

The box includes a two-page English instructions, a 24-volt power supply and of course the preamp. The build 
quality of the unit makes a very good impression, the switches seems to very stable and solid. 

The on/off switch is located on the left side of the front panel together with 4 push buttons in the 1073 style for 
the activation of 48 V phantom power (with its own LED), Line input, DI input and an impedance selector 
switch (Low-Z) with which you can switch the impedance between 1200 to 300 Ohm just like on the 
original. A gold plated input jack for the DI input is located between the on/off and the DI switch, it would be 
great though if it had been labeled. 

 
The delivery of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

 
There is a large knob in the middle of the front panel that is used to select anyone of the 11 amplifier gain 
levels.  
This is followed by a two position high-pass filter at 80 Hz or 200 Hz, 6 dB / octave and a two position "Air 
EQ" that add 3 dB or 6 dB at 30 kHz. The output signal can be reduced in two ways: first of all, there is a pad, 
switch that attenuates the signal by 14 dB (after the output transformer), secondly there is an output 
potentiometer with which one can adjust the output signal between 0 and 100% continuously. 
To the right there is a phase switch and 5 status LED´s. One of them indicates whether the Golden Age Premier 
PRE-73 is turned on, the other 4 LED´s displays the signal level. 



 
The controls of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

On the back we find gold plated connectors with a lockable XLR input combo jack. The input jack is a 
combined MIC/LINE and XLR /TRS. The output signal is fed to a XLR and a 6,3 mm TRS jack connected in 
parallel. 
There is also an insert jack on the back panel where the user can easily connect external units like an EQ or a 
compressor making the Premier PRE-73 even more flexible. 

 
The back of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

 
It is now time to get a screwdriver and remove the top panel! The two UK-made Carnhill transformers 
immediately catches the eye. The input one is a VTB 9045M and the output one is a VTB 2514. 



                                                                                                                                                

 
 

 
 
Everything is very logical and cleanly laid out. Of course, we find no integrated circuits (ICs) in the signal path 
in the Golden Age Premier PRE-73. Styroflex® (Polysterene) and tantalum capacitors are used and on the 
circuit boards there is only one single plug-in connector used for the gain switch. All other cable connections 
are soldered directly to the circuit boards to keep the signal path as pure as possible. In addition to the XLR 
output, there is also a jumper "JP1" to engage the 600 ohm output termination resistor. 

 
A look inside the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

 
To Neve or not to Neve with the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

Finally, its time to do some listening tests! For my test recordings I also had the AMS NEVE 1073 DPA at 
hand. This could well be described today as an "original" unit, since the production details have hardly changed 
at all at NEVE when building the classic peamp. The signal were split using a  ProMS2, a very practical tool 
from the Canadian company Radial. 
Thus we have the opportunity to send two absolutely identical signals through the preamps. The RME UFX was 
used for the analog to digital conversion. 

The first tests with acoustic guitar and voice gave me a smile on my face! Yes, this is the Neve sound you know 
and that you want to hear. Silky highs, bass with a lot of power and an attractive midrange. The switches and 
buttons of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 make a very good impression and win my confidence. The 11 gain 



positions operate between 20 and 40 dB in 10 dB steps then in 5 dB steps up to the maximum gain of 80 dB. 
 
That's enough for passive ribbon mics and the good old SM7 Shure. Like in the original, a second amplifier 
stage is added from the 50 dB gain position. For the user this is happening invisibly inside the Golden Age Pre 
73, while the crossing point is the famous "OFF"-positions in the original. Engaging the LINE switch, a 30 dB 
pad is added in front of the input transformer and the level decreases accordingly. 

 
AMS Neve 1073 DPA and Golden Age Premier PRE-73 compared 

 
With the output pad and the output of potentiometer the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 offers more ways to 
overdrive the circuits than the NEVE 1073. It is then possible to control the desired amount of harmonic in a 
precise manner. In the Neve there is just a +/- 10 dB potentiometer.  
 
Also, the AIR EQ inspires me. As some tube and ribbon microphones have a rather dark sound, one can easily 
add some more presence and air. This sounds really good on the acoustic guitar sound, as one example. Also, 
the high-pass filter is very useable, the 80 Hz position is suitable for many applications. I would probably use 
the 200 Hz position less often but it may be useful for example in close micing a guitar amp with a ribbon 
microphone to reduce the proximity effect. 
 
Both the reduction in the bass range and the increase of presence are the two most common reasons why I use 
an EQ. Both these options are already available in the Premier Golden Age. This is really cool! 



 
The diagram of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 

 
Sonically, I am absolutely convinced also with the vocal sound. The signal is nicely thickened, just as you 
would expect from a Neve. 

With the radial Splitter Pro MS2 I did an experiment: I sent the same signal at the same time to the Neve and 
the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 and listened to a mix of the two signals. I then engaged the phase switch in the 
Golden Age Premier. In theory, if the signals are completely identical, they would completely extinguish each 
other. So what's left is the signal / sound difference between the two preamps. 



 
Practical helpers - the microphone splitter ProMS2 the company Radial 

 
In order to have a point of comparison, I also made the same test internally between the two channels in the 
Neve unit since the 1073 DPA is a two-channel device and also between the Neve and the built-in preamps of 
the UFX RME. Even between the two Neve preamps, the signal does not cancel out completely, after all, we 
are in the analog domain. 

The difference from Neve to RME is of course very big. The result between the Neve and the Golden Age 
Premier PRE-73 I find very impressive. The signal will disappear almost completely! For the sound examples, 
you need to turn up your monitor louder than nornal because the volume after the phase cancellation is naturally 
very low. 

The noise floor of the Golden Age preamp is by the way on the same very low level as that of the AMS 
Neve. The level display with 4 LEDs is better than the AMS NEVE (1 LED) and when recording they are very 
useful as the brightness of the LEDs dynamically adjusts to the signal level. The result is that you get a very 
good control of the signal level even with only 4 LEDs. The Low-Z switch is ideal for experimentation, the 
influence on the sound varies from microphone to microphone. The sound can change quite dramatically 
especially with passive microphones, this is worth a try. 

CONCLUSION 
The second device, the second hit. The sound of the Golden Age Premier PRE-73 is almost indistinguishable 
from the original. But the designer of the Golden Age goes one step further and expand the classic 1073 
concept with several useful options. The user has access to the two-stage Air EQ, the two-stage high-pass filter, 
the low-Z switch and two ways to trim the output, offering many great ways to tailor the sound.  
The build quality is very good and the switches and controls have won my confidence during the test 
phase. They will do their job even in harsh studio work for many years. Golden Age Premier PRE-73 can be 
called a boutique preamp and it can be a real workhorse both for live and studio applications.  
With a price of under 500, - Euro, it is extremely cheap and the price-performance ratio is absolutely 
outstanding. 



 Plus 
 

 + Sound identical to the Neve 1073 
 + Tonally very flexible 
 + Very good workmanship 
 + Output pad switch and output potentiometer 
 + Two-stage Air EQ and High Pass Filter 
 + Four-step LED level meter 
 + Insert connection 
 + 600 Ohm Output Jumper 
 + Excellent value for money! 

CHECK OUT THE SOUND EXAMPLES ON THE AMAZONA.DE SITE 
(YOU WILL FIND LINKS ON BOTH PAGES OF THE REVIEW) 
 
HTTPS://WWW.AMAZONA.DE/TEST-GOLDEN-AGE-PREMIER-PRE-73/ 
 
 


